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Andy Fong

Growing up, history classes and television dramas
had always given me the impression that Inner
Mongolia was composed of only enormous and
undeveloped grasslands, Mongolian hordes, and
yurts. However, this trip has surprised me with the
province’s utilization of natural resources as well as
its everlasting culture.

Genghis Khan, founder of the Mongol Empire, was
unsurprisingly one of the most commonly seen
figures in Inner Mongolia. Through our visit to a
temple dedicated to Genghis Khan, we not only had
the opportunity to see firsthand many historical
artifacts but also learned about Khan’s era more
in depth as well as his influences in both cultural
inclusiveness and openness. Many of the Mongolian

IS 3ZIEE AASM COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES

cultural references and ways of living originated
from his time. An amazing fact is that the candle
light in the temple worshipping him has never
extinguished.

Aside from Mongolia’s unique and spectacular
culture, | was thoroughly impressed by their
utilization of Inner Mongolia’s natural resources. For
instance, Mengniu Dairy group utilizes Mongolia’s
natural topography—ideal for raising cows—
to produce quality dairy products. The other two
companies we visited, M.Grass and Baogang Group,
employ their resources in innovative ways. M.Grass,
a bio-tech company specializing in growing grass
to recover destructed lands and deteriorating
environments, amazes me with their creative
insights on balancing profitability and environmental
advocacy. Baogang Group, on the other hand, has
built a city made of steel, in which they mine raw
materials and manufacture world famous steel
products. In addition to its steel business, Baogang
Group also benefits from its rare earth resources,
a type of strategic resource named by the Chinese
government; rare earth is one of the important
components that makes smart phones possible.
These companies efficiently and thoroughly leverage
what Inner Mongolia possesses.

Despite the short duration, this trip has eliminated
my pre—existing stereotypes towards Inner Mongolia
and unveiled some of Mongolia’s mysteries.
Moreover, this trip has encouraged me to continually
learn more about the recent developments of China
and inspires me to make good use of every available
resources. | am grateful that | could be part of this
trip. Thank you to all the organizations that made it
happen.
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